The editors wish to thank the sponsors of the conference for their vital assistance in making this conference possible. Principal sponsors were Milupa AG and Hoffman-LaRoche, Basel. Other sponsors were Henning AG Berlin, B. Schircks Laboratories, Suntory Ltd., Japan, Palm Cove Travelodge and Australian Society for Biochemistry and Molecular Biology. Special thanks must be given to Milupa AG, Friedrichsdorf, Germany who have participated as principal sponsor of all our meetings so far and without their support the excellent information exchange between scientists from all parts of the world could not occur. The location for this meeting was particularly appreciated by the Asian and Australian participants as the high costs involved had prevented many from attending previous meetings. This allowed 86 scientiests from 11 different countries to participate in the Cairns meeting with 73 talks given along with numerous "workshops" during the week. The Alois Niederwieser Memorial Lecture was superbly delivered by Professor F. Güttier.
This year the folate specialists were also invited and made up a substantial proportion of the registrants. We were indeed fortunate that amongst those who attended were several of the leading members of the folate fraternity including Dr. G. Hitchings 'the pteridine fields' Nobel Prize winner. The venue and climate provided a wonderful atmosphere for both formal and informal interchange of ideas providing the catalyst for the formation of new collaborations and friendships. All overseas participants deserve special thanks for making the long trip to Australia and making this meeting so rewarding. The editors look forward to the next meeting in Seoul, Korea and beyond so that cross-fertilisation of ideas will continue to occur.
